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reprobate Godwin, a Jacobin who had only escaped the just
penalty of his crimes by publishing his book at a prohibitive
price. And not only was the young lady's father a hoary revolu-
tionary, but her mother had advocated the rights of women, and
had lived an openly immoral life in Paris, not for fun merely, but
in obedience to a theory. This was beyone a joke. The Whigs
remembered that even liberal aristocrats had had their heads cut
off by Robespierre. They always knew where to draw the line,
and they drew it, emphatically, at Shelley. The prejudice persis-
ted down to my own day, and, I am told, still persists in certain
circles. When, at the age of sixteen, I became interested in
Shelley, I was informed that Byron could be forgiven because,
though he had sinned, he had been led into sin by the un-
fortunate circumstances of his youth, and had always been
haunted by remorse, but that for Shelley's moral character there
was nothing to be said, since he acted on principle, and there-
fore he could not be worth reading.